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Table 13 - 1        from pages 1017-1018
Disciplines Positive Use Negative Use
Accounting, e.g., to keep track of value Fraud, hiding expenses, inflating 

income or assets
Law, e.g., to use contracts to litigate 

infringements, to be protected 
from fraud and from criminal 
extortion 

Manipulation, exploitation of 
loopholes, oppression 

Science, e.g., to do basic research and 
understand the nature of the 
universe that guides our intuitions 
about how to proceed with 
alternatives such as proceeding as 
Newtonians or Einsteinians 

Understand the nature of the universe 
that furthers dominance over nature 
and risk of ecological disaster, 
genetic engineering catastrophe, war 
applications 

Applied science, e.g. to do research and development Toxicity, climate disasters
Technology, e.g.,  to build and produce products, to 

automate and relieve humans from 
repetitive drudgery

Dehumanization 

Information 
technology, e.g.,

to gather, organize and 
retrieve relevant information 
through computer systems, 
telecommunications, and related 
supportive infrastructure 

“Big Brother” information data 
banks that undermine privacy and 
individual freedom

Art, e.g., to design and package products in 
an attractive manner

Seduction and glamorization to 
induce purchases that are not really 
needed or affordable

Psychology, e.g., to understand customers and co-
workers 

Exploitation of workers and 
manipulation of consumers

Sociology, e.g., to understand customer need and 
motivation for buying 

Exploitation of workers and 
manipulation of consumers

History, e.g., to discover social, economic, 
cultural and political trends in 
one’s own society, culture, and 
background civilization

Manipulation of present allegiance 
and appearance of legitimacy by 
skewing or even fabricating history

Comparative 
Civilizations, e.g.,

to understand the fundamental 
principles and values of one’s 
own civilization and compare 
them to the foundations of other 
civilizations which are one’s 
markets, as well as  homelands 
of competitors, subcontractors, 
suppliers

Exploitation of economically 
or politically developing or 
underdeveloped cultures

International 
Relations, e.g.,

to understand the current social 
and political systems of other 
countries and cultures in which 
one does  business

Exploitation of developing or 
underdeveloped countries, attacks on 
other nations 

Cultural 
Anthropology, e.g., 

to understand the cultural values 
inside of corporations

Exploitation of  minorities in one’s 
own companies, as well as developing 
or underdeveloped cultures

Ecology, e.g., to be aware of the environmental 
consequences of one’s business 
activities 

Enhance renewable resources such 
as plant life to the point of exhausting 
the support resources such as natural, 
organic nutrients
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Disciplines Positive Use Negative Use
Politics, e.g., to understand various 

constituencies that exist in society 
and to deal with the law makers, 
which govern  business activity

Undermining autonomy and launch 
wars against foreign governments 
that do not allow the exploitation of 
their domestic resources

Government, e.g., to understand the common good 
and to interrelate with state 
officials relative to regulations, 
codes, zoning, approvals, taxation 
and public infrastructure

Undermining autonomy and exploit 
domestic and foreign governments to 
support profit making

Systems Theory, e.g., to understand organizational 
dynamics of the corporation

Promotion of moral Functionalism 
and undermining ethical resistance to 
negative exploitations

Chaos Theory of 
mathematics, e.g.,

to understand the process of 
change through phases where 
chaos arises but eventually the 
system reorganizes at a higher 
level 

Manipulation of chaotic events to 
push through preferential change

Philosophy, e.g., to understand principles, values 
and ethics, promote ethical 
creativity and emancipatory 
thinking

Manipulation of basic theories 
to impose assumptions, such as 
Dualism, that will reduce ethical 
creativity

Literature, e.g., to be aware of the complexities of 
people and their lives 

Semi-fictional stories for ideological 
purposes 

Creativity, e.g., to discover new product needs, 
new markets, new ways of 
thinking, within ethical limits

Unrestrained creation without 
regard for known and unknown 
consequences
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Table 13 – 2 :  Rand's Philosophical Positions   from pages 1024-1025
Rand’s Positiona Comment Alternatives

A) Study history 
as factual 
knowledge of the 
past

The past is too easily rewritten 
by the victors.  Paradigms and 
cultural horizons reinterpret the 
past.  Rand can find what she 
wants to justify her philosophy. 

We can recognize the strong role of 
interpretation and use it to help us 
transcend cultural relativism.  

B)  Study 
philosophy 
to achieve 
an objective 
definition of 
one’s values

Objective definition implies that 
subjective definition is a waste 
of time.  She views spiritual 
values as subjective and thereby 
subject to man’s whim, wish, 
need. 

Advanced Spiritual knowledge makes 
what is lived in the subjective worlds 
become objective.  The Advanced 
Spiritual person also does not permit 
man’s whim, wish, and need to define 
what is real. 

C) Man is a 
heroic being

Rand, like Karl Marx, rejects 
religion as an opiate, but she 
sees how it can also blind those 
who inherit wealth and who 
then fail to achieve.  Heroism is 
self-actualization through self-
sacrifice to achieve.    

Heroism can carry man beyond what 
Rand considered to be the ultimate 
(his own personality).

D) His own 
happiness is the 
moral purpose of 
his life

Rand’s Nietzschian position 
rejects Christian virtue as weak.   
She believes that if force and 
irrationality are removed, the 
self-interest of each man will 
not harm other men: they will 
trade openly and freely.

It is not necessary to reject love and 
service in order to achieve strength 
and purpose.  Rand’s fight against the 
weakness and self-destructiveness 
of Christian virtue misses the 
opportunity to both transcend those 
values and then recapture them on a 
higher level further along the spiritual 
path. 

E) Productive 
achievement is 
man’s noblest 
activity.

Rand believes that material 
achievement and money have 
allowed mankind to progress.  
All the ancient civilizations 
fell because they used up their 
resources and did not know 
how to make wealth, only to 
find it or conquer it. 

Rand assumes that spiritual position 
is automatically against material 
progress and science; it is simply 
not true.  The value of productive 
achievement for allowing man to 
develop spiritually is a main theme of 
New Planetary Culture. 
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Rand’s Position1 Comment Alternatives

F) Reason is 
man’s only 
absolute. 

Rand’s love of Aristotle’s 
rationality, A=A, comes 
out of her Newtonianism 
and orientation in terms of 
engineering.  She rejects both 
mysticism of the spirit, which 
has no basis for its knowledge, 
and “of muscle”, which holds 
the basis, is whatever society 
currently believes.  

Heidegger argued that A=A is not a 
simple truth: consciousness has to 
make the relation.  Schrodenger’s 
quantum theory holds that light is 
both wave and particle.  Advanced 
Spiritual knowledge expands to 
span polarities.  Higher spiritual 
knowledge also integrates mysticism 
with effective knowledge and in the 
process also transcends the vague 
6th Plane emotionality of mysticism.  
So Advanced Spirituality can easily 
agree with Rand’s critique of non-
functioning mysticism but disagree 
with her assumption that the only 
alternative to mysticism is 7th Physical 
Plane materialism and 5th Plane 
instrumental reasoning.   After the 
three lower Planes (7, 6, & 5) are 
integrated and controlled through the 
Power Self and the Stage 4 Leader, 
the Advanced Spiritual person 
can continue to Stage 5, 6, and 7 
Leadership and planes at the higher 
end of the 5th Plane as well as the 4th 
Plane and above.  

a  Rand, op. cit., Atlas Shrugged, p. 1085.   
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Table 13 – 3 : Rand & An Advanced Spiritual View of  “the Mind”   
        from pages 1027-1928
Rand Advanced Spiritual Positions

Similarities to Advanced Spiritual Positions
Truth-Seeker (Univocity): It is wrong 
for religions or church-based authority 
to oppose the independence of one’s 
reason because the one truth is self-
evident and can be independently 
confirmed. 

Truth-Seeker (Plurivocity): It is wrong for 
religions or church-based authority to oppose 
the independence of one’s reason because 
independent thought leads to spiritual growth if 
one continues to seek higher and higher truths. 

Rationalist: You need to develop mind 
and your capacity for rational thought 
as the sole steering power for your 
will, not be a victim to faith or social 
pressure.  One must experience directly 
and freely consent to believe.  

Thinker: You need to develop mind and your 
capacity for rational thought as one important 
way to guide your will, not be a victim to faith or 
social pressure.  One must experience directly and 
freely consent to believe. 

Realist: Opposed to the mysticism 
of the spirit because it lacks reason, 
demanding one believe in the 
ineffable; and opposed to “mysticism 
of the muscle” because it lacks reason, 
demanding one believe in society’s 
version of truth.  

Balance: Does not accept the blind mysticism of 
the spirit because it lacks reason and is based 
on emotions.  Wants to integrate mystical heart 
with Advanced Spiritual mind.   Opposed to 
“mysticism of the muscle” because it lacks reason, 
and because it demands one believe in society’s 
version of truth, and fails to perceive the spiritual 
worlds. 

Moralist: That a moral code is the 
motive power for a man and a society

Ethical Balance: A moral code is a fundamental 
motivator but not the most fundamental

Differences from Advanced Spiritual Positions
Motivation: Selfishness needed, and 
self-interested achievement benefits all.  

Motivation: service.  If you are still selfish, you 
are not yet ready to go further along the spiritual 
path.  We have seen that Greenleaf’s concept of 
Servant Leadership is an important step along this 
path, and he applies it to business leaders (as well 
as other types) who lead corporations and make 
money.  He, like General Creech (see Chapter 
9), argued that the great leaders do not do it for 
themselves.  I have argued that these patterns 
are necessary to lead in Dynamic Markets, 
which were not prevalent in Rand’s time; if she 
saw the demands placed by Dynamic Markets 
on corporations, I believe she would agree that 
realists should become Dynamic Markets Leaders.  

Happiness: Self-esteem is the 
foundation of an independent mind and 
pursuit of happiness

Joy: An independent mind with self-esteem 
is a step on the way to the expansion of the 
lower mind (personality) to include the higher 
consciousness of the soul.   Happiness is a 
personality need that eventually gives way to joy 
that comes from fulfilling the higher challenges.  
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Rand Advanced Spiritual Positions
Differences from Advanced Spiritual Positions
Epistemology: There is no knowledge 
above the five senses and the judgments 
of reason.   There is no higher reality, 
heaven, hell, or spiritual realm of the 
soul.  Facts are simple facts (by the Law 
of Logical Identity).   

Epistemology plus Ontology: There is knowledge 
above the five senses and the judgments of reason 
can help to explore it, but one must also develop 
intuition, higher consciousness, and a connection 
to one’s soul which exists on a higher level.  
Even in Rand’s time there were scientific and 
philosophical arguments in favor a wider scope 
of understanding that recognizes how theory 
influences and shapes perception, knowledge, 
discovery, and verification.   Those are not 
arguments for mere subjectivism (relativism), as 
I discussed from the works of people like Kuhn,b 
Popper,c Polanyi,d Mannheim,e and Habermas.f 

b   Kuhn, Thomas S. The Structure of Scientific Revolutions, Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1962 and 
1970.

c   Popper, Karl. R. Objective Knowledge: An Evolutionary Approach, Oxford University Press, Oxford, 1972.
d   Polanyi, Michael. Personal Knowledge: Toward a Post-Critical Philosophy, New York: Harper and Row 

Torchbooks, 1962.
e   Mannheim, Karl. Ideology and Utopia: An Introduction to the Sociology of Knowledge, tr. Louis Wirth 

and Edward Shils, New York: Harcourt, Brace, & World, Inc., 1936.
f   Habermas, Jürgen, Knowledge and Human Interests, translated by Jeremy J. Shapiro, Boston: Beacon 

Press, 1971.
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Table 13 – 4 : Two Critiques of Mysticism of the Spirit from pages 1030-1031
Rand’s Position Mysticism Higher spiritual View

Rand ‘s Interpretation 
of the Claims Made by 
Mysticism of the Spirit

Reason is our most important 
means of identifying, 
connecting, and judging–we 
cannot give it up.

Reason is not important 
because is not capable 
of understanding the 
infinite, which you just 
see or feel.

Reason is a very important tool but 
we need to apply it after we gain 
intuitive knowledge to discriminate 
what is acceptable.

False split between mind and 
body.   Mind without body is an 
impossible ghost.  Body without 
mind is not a human but merely 
an animal.  

Matter is extreme 
selfishness.  The spirit 
is pure.  Renounce the 
body.

False split between matter and 
spirit.  Matter (God the Mother) 
is the lowest manifestation of 
spirit, and spirit is the highest 
manifestation of God the Father.   
The Christ or God the Son is the 
relationship between matter and 
spirit.    

Body is a natural vehicle.  
One should enjoy the body’s 
pleasures and guide them by the 
values chosen by mind. 

Body is a source of 
temptation and sin. 

The gross physical body is a natural 
vehicle.   It inserts spirit into three-
dimensional, material world.  Body 
is evolving and now it does not 
easily perceive spiritual light, so 
one has to develop the body to 
a higher level.  The physical body 
is fundamentally energy, but we 
have other energy fields even 
though almost all current scientific 
instruments do not register them 
yet. 

Sense knowledge is the only 
source of knowledge, but it 
must be sorted & evaluated by 
mind and reason.  

Sense knowledge is 
limited, distorted &/or 
false.  One has to see 
intuitively, behold the 
divine or accept the 
church ideas on faith.  

Sense knowledge is limited. 
Intuition is important, but it cannot 
be a mere emotional appreciation: 
one has to evaluate intuitions, 
approach the higher knowledge 
through mind.  

Reject mystical belief in 
a fundamental extreme 
selfishness because it is anti-life: 
it destroys man’s self-esteem 
and undermines his need to be 
certain about the dependability 
of his mind.  

Judeo-Christian-Islamic 
acceptance of doctrine 
of Original Sin.    
Satan seeks to destroy 
man, so all men must 
seek salvation.  

Man is not guilty of an original 
sin but the earlier evolutionary 
levels of man as a species did have 
difficulties.  There are those who 
work against human evolution, but 
human beings can align themselves 
with the Good and evolve.  

There is no after-life.  Man 
has to choose life and find his 
happiness here on earth. 

Salvation is in the after-
life so suffering here is 
all right. 

Suffering here is not all right.  It 
is the product of man’s ignorance 
and unwillingness to evolve.  There 
is an after-life and rebirth, but our 
task is to maximize our spiritual 
development in this life, not to wait 
for death.  
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Rand’s Position Mysticism Higher spiritual View
Rand ‘s Interpretation 
of the Claims Made by 
Mysticism of the Spirit

Pride is good, humility is 
extreme selfishness.  Anything 
that undermines man’s ability 
to choose life is extreme 
selfishness.  

Humility is good, pride is 
extreme selfishness.  

False humility is a denigration of 
one’s own ability to evolve.  A 
real relationship with spirit does 
not undermine man nor does 
it occur if man imposes himself 
through pride.  Real humility is the 
recognition that the service needed 
to be given to others is immense in 
scope.  

Pity and altruism are extreme 
selfishness because they 
promote weakness in others.  
Each man must be a producer 
in order to have something 
of value to trade for things to 
consume.  We do not deserve 
things just because we have a 
need for them or wish to have 
them.  So each must selfishly 
develop his own best abilities to 
produce.  

Pity and altruism are 
good, promoting oneself 
is selfishness and 
extreme selfishness.  

Pity is not helpful.  Altruism or 
service to others is the highest 
value.  But we serve by assisting 
others in evolution, not in 
preventing it by just giving people 
whatever they happen to demand 
or wish.  

Scientific knowledge is 
important because science gives 
us control over the physical 
universe.   Technology is 
important to extend our control 
to practical applications.  

Scientific knowledge 
is of little importance.  
Technology is of little 
importance.  Spiritual 
awareness of the One is 
all that is important.  

Scientific knowledge is important 
because science will eventually 
discover the ways in which spirit 
does work in matter.  Technology is 
important to ease man’s burdens 
and allow him the time to develop 
spiritually.  Balance it with ecology. 
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Table 13 – 5 : Two Critiques of Mysticism of the State             from pages 1032-1033
Rand’s Position Rand ‘s Interpretation 

of the Claims Made by 
Mysticism of Muscle:   
State Authority 
(imposed social reality)

Advanced Spiritual View

For Rand dictatorship and 
mysticism go together.  She 
assumes since mystics do not 
use logical argument, then they 
can only want obedience from 
others…thus they turn into 
dictators.g

The State has the best 
interests of the people 
to consider--anyone 
who disagrees with its 
laws will be subject to 
punishment.

Humans need to exercise 
the mind, reason, and good 
judgment.  They should 
comply with reasonable social 
regulations, while working on the 
side of evolution to promote the 
continual search for the highest 
truth of which each is capable.  

Live through the mind.  
Independent thought and 
judgment is necessary to all 
survival and must be exercised 
to choose life.  Rejection of 
independent thought is to 
choose death. 

Reject the mind.  Do 
not allow independent 
thought:  the State 
establishes the rules 
which cannot be 
challenged

Social rules give order to society.  
They can be changed.  Accept 
and develop the mind, not as 
the only vehicle of man or the 
highest, but as a necessary 
step beyond emotionalism.  
Independent thought needed, 
but develop intuition so one has 
the experience of higher worlds 
about which to think.   

“The people” promotes 
everyone but yourself.   An 
individual must assert himself 
and achieve or the whole society 
will fall apart.

The social reality 
constructed in the name 
of “the people” promotes 
everyone.   An individual 
can’t assert himself 
against the State.  

One must as an individual 
develop spiritually–no one can 
take your stages of advancement 
for you.  You must achieve in 
the spiritual world, and you can 
then also contribute individual 
or collective achievements to the 
society.  

Averages destroy individual 
benefit and the means of 
production.  Only a free market 
allows a real price to be placed 
on individual achievement.  

The State re-distributes 
wealth to the needy.  E.g., 
collects all profits, pools 
them, and gives some 
to the producers on an 
average and the rest to 
the needy.  

The state is not the means of 
re-distribution.  Individuals 
must develop their own sense 
of altruism, service and group 
consciousness.  The task is to 
help others develop their own 
capability, not just give them 
whatever they desire.  

The valued is objective.  It is 
measured by price and money.  
Freely traded goods allow 
prices to reflect the reality of 
men’s values.  Man must make 
objective achievements in order 
to have something others will 
put a value on and pay him for. 

The valued is the One 
subjective spirit.  There 
is no way to know, 
differentiate or measure 
the spirit.  Just accept 
it and society’s current 
version of what that spirit 
requires of you.  The State 
will guide you.   

The valued may be subjective 
but it is not unknowable or 
undifferentiable.  What is 
valuable is that which helps us to 
evolve towards greater spiritual 
achievements.  We do not get 
paid by money, but we do get 
specific increased capability not 
just an undifferentiated feeling of 
spirit.   
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Rand’s Position Rand ‘s Interpretation Advanced Spiritual View

Standards are objective: 
something has to be made and 
achieved.  Without results, one 
has nothing of value to trade in 
the market for money.  

Standards are subjective: 
how one feels.  Therefore, 
the individual can 
demand anything on the 
basis of need. 

Standards are objective but 
come from results in subjective 
realms.  That is why people can 
misperceive the spiritual results 
and make false claims.  

Value the present: Work hard 
and use rational means of 
production to achieve results, 
for you only have this life.   Take 
a long-term view of investment.   
Keep what you earn as your 
property.   If his results are 
taken from man, he will stop 
producing.  

Does not value the 
present: sacrifice now by 
giving up the results of 
your work to the good of 
the people for rewards in 
a distant future.   

Value the present and the future.  
The future extends both in this 
life and after this life.  

Table 13 – 6 : Comparison of Rand and Compassion   from page 1041
Ayn Rand Compassion
Support achievers, but only economic ones, 
not military ones.  Reject force. 

Support the essence, the underlying energy, the 
soul, not the form or shell.  

Do not waver: keep going with building 
production as guided by the five senses and 
rational mind

Allow the new to emerge even if it is not visible in 
the five-sensory, three-dimensional physical world. 

Build more of what you already know 
works in the material world.

Evolve towards the unknown.

“I decide” – the person himself sets his own 
goals 

The higher ones have plans, and when we evolve 
we can participate in them.  

Self-esteem – I am worth benefiting from 
the results of my achievements.  My 
happiness is the moral standard.  

Group consciousness–there is something higher 
and more important than myself. This kind of group 
exists on a higher level of consciousness.   (It is not 
merely the collectivity of a society)

I will not waver from my moral code and 
I refuse to submit my individuality to 
anything higher.  

I no longer need to count my individual 
achievement.  I experience and know I am more.  

Reject pity. Do not allow people to assert 
claims to benefit on the basis of their need.

Reject selfishness.  

Table 13 – 7 : Comparison of Negatives in Rand and the Idea of Compassion
         from page 1042
Ayn Rand Compassion
Rigidification: the achievers impose their own 
views and shape reality

Vacillation: too flexible, the compassionate people 
seek to avoid harmfulness and end up doing 
nothing

Closedness: the strong impose their own social 
reality which cannot be changed except by them

Ambiguity:  too open, the compassionate avoid 
imposing a social reality and end up with too much 
compromise, too little imposed.

Dominance: Hitler’s superman who sacrifices the 
weak

Inertia:  too subservient, Buddha’s contemplative 
who does nothing and accepts everything

Denial: The personality rejects further avenues for 
growth

Detour: growing in the wrong direction, the spiritual 
man goes beyond the personality but lapses into 
emotive mysticism, missing the advanced spiritual 
path of knowledge. 
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Table 13 - 8 Comparative Levels of Consciousness 
Old School New School New Planetary Culture

Grand Lazy Premature Innovators Life-shaking and World-shaking
New ideas are already 
integrated in the Lebenswelt   

Discovering exceptions to the 
Lebenswelt 

Building from new foundations 
that are Lifeworld shaking

Level 4 Leaders are frequently 
financially driven CEOs seeking 
stable growth

Innovators with occasional 
opportunism

Level 6 Leaders engaging in World 
Creation

Critical of the “soft stuff” 
such as sensitivity training, 
corporate culture, etc. 

Entrepreneurs making 
exceptions to the Old School 
establishment

Level 7 Leaders compensate for 
lack of infrastructure and seek 
some philosophical integration 

The Power Self excels at using 
already existing points of 
leverage to manipulate the 
system and stay at the top of 
the centralized power structure

Some are still Level 4 Leaders 
developing new organizations.  
Others are Level 5 Leaders 
seeking to develop their people 
into leaders too

Level 8 Leaders for World 
Maintenance who overcome the 
inherent risks of crystallization 
(thereby making good use of 
Structural Interpretation’s five 
cycles).  

Manage material resources, 
tools, systems, and 
standardized procedures.   

Lead people in new ventures 
by accurate criticism of one or 
another failing of Grand Lazy 
Markets Leadership.  

Integrate ethical creativity and 
distributed leadership for an 
organization more along organic 
lines that takes on a life of its own.  

Adrian Slywotsky noted a value 
migration of billions of dollars to 
different business models
Robert Kaplan insisted that you 
have to know what you will do, 
how you will implement it, and 
for whom
David Reibstein argues that 
profit margin rather than simple 
market share is a key factor
Robert Herbold describes 
creative teams in terms of one 
creative leader rather than 
committees 
Warren Buffett committed 
himself to management teams 
that would treat the company 
like it was their own and they 
could not sell out for 20 years to 
get out of the Quarterly-Returns 
panic of Wall Street Traders


